CHAPTER XIII.
THE TRUE PLOVERS.

ALTHOUGH the Indian birds referable to the Plover
sub-family of Ckaradriidce number a score, they are far
from being as confusing as tlie Sandpiper group, and
are, indeed, rather easy to distinguish than otherwise.
Plovers, with the exception of the Turnstone, have
bills much like a Pigeon's ; large eyes and heads, and
legs rather long; the two outer toes at all events are
webbed at the base.

First, however, the Turnstone, which differs from all the
rest in some points, may be set aside and described.

The Turnstone,

Strepsilas interpres, BLANFOKD, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
BMs, Vol. IV, p. 223.

The Turnstone is a thick-set little bird with a beak of
medium length and quite straight above, not bulged to-
wards the tip like a Plover's or a Pigeon's ; the legs are
short, not being longer in proportion than a Pigeon's, and
there is no web at all between the front toes ; the wings
are long and pointed.

The plumage in winter is dark brown above with a slight
mottling of lighter, with the throat, rump, belly, and root
of tail white. The bill is black, the eyes brown, and the
feet bright orange. In summer the head is largely white,
and the neck has much black, and the back has a sort of
''tortoise-shell" marking of black and chestnut.